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February 5, 1939
| greet all of you my dear fellow countrymen with the words, “Praised be Jesus Christ!”

In some of my former Sunday talks, | mentioned that today’s youth are surrounded by occasions of
misfortune, are in danger of a personal breakdown and complete bankruptcy, both materially as well as
spiritually like no other generation in the history of the world. Why? Because of modern inventions and
the freedom in life’s relationships — a freedom which some call “a loosening of morals.” This Depression
of the past several years has also had a great effect on the present critical state of our young people for
it fills the minds of close to five million young people who are out of work with feelings of
discouragement, doubt and despair. Also, let’s not forget that for the past few years, several slogans
had become very popular. Some of them are: “A person’s private life is no one’s business but his
own!” or “Religion is a person’s private business!” or “Everything is permissible as long as you don’t get

caught!” or “Everyone has the right to get the most he can out of life!” or “It is not worth leading a life
of mortification and moderation!” Such slogans not only resound in the ears of our youth, but they are

implanted in their souls and in time sprout a green crop with weeds!

Please do not judge me as being backward or cynical when | say that the majority of our young
people harm themselves and hurt others through the use of automobiles — dances — drinking. This may
sound strange to you for the automobile is considered today as something that is indispensable and
most useful!

As for dancing, every civilization, from the most primitive to the most advanced, has always
considered dancing as suitable and useful. Some form of dance was often included in religious
ceremonies. Alcohol, in some form or another, always served as a medicine. The Apostle Paul, writing
to Timothy advised him, ”Do not drink any water yet, but drink wine to heal your stomach and other
frequent illnesses!” God’s providence has endowed man with an intelligence that enables him to make
discoveries for the advantage and use of people. However, the perversity and malice of man changed
that by making it harmful to people. Thus, the automobile became an instrument of murder and the
downfall of virtue; the dance is often an occasion of sin; drinking leads to abuse, poverty, loss of health
and eventually of life! Now, let’s move to my talk entitled:

THE THREE POISONERS

As proof of what | had said above, | will read you a few letters. They are more colorful and much
more eloquent than my words. They will make a greater impression on you for these are live and real
pictures taken from daily life. Therefore | read:

“| listen to the Rosary Hour Program regularly and | am very happy that Father Justin intercedes so
much for our young people. Therefore, | am writing to beg you, Father, to take a stand in defense of
those wayward sheep, namely the girls who have slipped and fallen from the straight and narrow path.

My sister died thirteen years ago leaving behind a husband and a seventeen month old baby girl.
The widower entrusted this baby girl to my grandmother, according to the wishes of his deceased wife.
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He was such an odd parent! He absolutely had no care or concern about this tiny daughter.
However, the grandmother raised this little orphan as lovingly as though she were her very own child
and this child grew into a strong and very pretty girl. Even though she was not yet fully fifteen years old,
she resembled a mature and strong maiden.

Then it happened! She became very friendly with a Polish youth who came in his automobile one
day to take her out. They went to the theater after which he took her to a restaurant where he got her
drunk on wine. She herself does not remember what happened to her after that! This youth brought
her home in the early hours of the morning!

She herself did not tell us the truth. However, we noticed that something was wrong because this
young man never made another appearance. Now we know that she is pregnant. She just cries all day
and all night and her grandmother is in despair..

A few days ago, her grandmother and | got up the courage to visit the mother of that youth who
had led our girl astray. We wanted to talk to her for we thought it would be wise for these two young
people to marry. Even though we approached this mother tearfully, she just laughed at us. Her older
son called this poor girl obscene names and pushed her out the door. They even reported us to the
police who came and wanted to take this poor girl to the Home of the Good Shepherd!

This poor girl doesn’t sleep at night, she just cries and laments. She was never a bad girl and
doesn’t deserve such a fate which will surely break her for the rest of her life.

Father, | beg you again to please warn our girls to be more careful. Then please show some
sympathy to those girls who have fallen and from whom their closest and dearest friends have turned
away. Finally, please address such inhuman young men and their hard-hearted mothers who scoff at
the miserable fate of an orphan!”

From this letter we can recognize the results of these three poisoners of the happiness of our young
people: the automobile — dances — drinking! These things which should benefit people change into a
detriment, abuse and unhappiness. This does not always happen due to pure perversity. The first time,
it may happen due to the weakness of human nature. The second time, from a lack of caution or
prudence and in the end, due to today’s view of the Godly, natural, Christian, intelligent customs that
have been accepted, kept and observed for ages.

There are some who by the grace of God and their own strong will power will catch themselves and
pick themselves up. But, there are hundreds of others who are like those little frogs that jump from a
field that is fragrant with flowers into a swamp that is overgrown with nasty smelling reeds covered with
water that is full of dead bugs! There they bathe and drown.

| am being asked to warn our girls to always be on the alert. Haven’t | been doing this already for
many years? Haven’t | been warning them about the dangers of automobile trips ,about these modern
dances with that loud and wild music and about the abuse of alcoholic drinks? Haven’t | been warning
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them all along about those familiarities which seemingly begin well, as in gold, but almost always end up
in mud?

Here is more evidence in a letter from a twenty year old girl: “Why am | not permitted to
experience everything so that | could be experienced in the matters of life? Father Justin keeps calling
us to the practice of Christian morality because he doesn’t understand that that is no longer in daily
practice. We now have a morality of the twentieth century and not a morality from ancient times! We
must live according to our own personal moral code because we have our own intelligence and our own
personal freedom!”

From such thinking, this modern girl is convinced that the principles of Christian morality have
completely lost their authority and meaning simply because today’s teaching has tossed them aside and
modern man disregards and tramples them! In other words, God’s commandments ceased to exist
because human hands, angrily and on purpose, for the apparent comfort of people, shattered the stone
tablets with the commandments into thousands of pieces while at the same time chanting: “We don’t
know God and we refuse to serve Him!”

Despite this, God exists, God’s commandments exist and from these commandments flow the
principles of morality according to which every person should base his life!

Now let us go to the next letter in which some sophisticated girl throws these questions and
arguments at me.: “I belong to the modern girls, not because | am living now in the year 1938, but
because | totally ignore those rules and regulations to which my parents always adhered. But itis not
only my parents, but all older people who hold on to these prejudices and are very backward. According
to them, we are not permitted to do anything. | am sick and tired of my life at home and | am terribly
bored. | am the type that always needs a change. If I can’t have any enjoyment now, what kind of life is
that?

| work in an office for | am somewhat educated. | am very popular and everyone gives me
invitations to go out. Almost every evening | drive off with one of the men to the theater or to some
other entertainment. Since this doesn’t cost me any money for they want to show off, let these poor
saps pay! | know very well just how far | can go and what | can allow! | absolutely cannot live as my
parents did! They are old-fashioned, but | am modern!”

To such a modern girl who is playing with fire and of her own free will is setting herself up for great
misfortune, | have this to say: “My dear child, you are very gullible and inconsiderate. Sooner or later,
someone will take advantage of you and will terribly hurt you, for people are very cruel in such matters.
You will scorch your wings, just like that poor butterfly that flutters over the flaming fire. You will then
stop fluttering. You will lose that which is your most precious treasure which you are so thoughtlessly
exposing to danger! Your life will then become a tragedy. Then what will you do? Where will you go to
look for sympathy and help? Learn from the painful experiences of your fellow sisters who at one time
used to think the way you do now and they too, wanted to be modern just as you do.
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Furthermore, read the daily newspapers which write about those bloody incidents in which those
girls who thought that they knew how to take care of themselves in every situatin, now fall as the
bloody victims!

The automobile — the dance — the bottle! Let me add to that the reading of various guide-books to
love, to sexuality, plus being involved in fast crowds. This all spells out the verdict of death!”

Yet, that isn’t enough. Please listen further to this: “I, too, used to think, up to a few months ago,
that it is not worth living unless | experience everything! My parents warned me but | thought that | was
much more intelligent than they were! Now | am convinced that they were right. Now, | alone am the
one to cry and complain. | listened to and believed others but did not trust my mother. Now, | don’t
know how | am going to be able to endure my misfortune.

About a year ago, | went to an all-night coffee shop near morning and there | became acquainted
with a man who later drove me home. From then on, | used to meet him quite often. After a few
months, | learned that he was a married man. He would complain to me about his wife that she does
not understand him and that they don’t fit together. Thus he earned my sympathy. | paid for that.
Now | myself do not know what | will do! | don’t even dare look into my mother’s eyes! I’'m a loser!”

A certain author writes this about one of the many women’s houses of correction: “These
individuals are brought here by their serious fault or sin and they are thus forced to do penance for
having taken the forbidden fruits of life — fruits that are so often very meager and really bitter! Hatred,
revenge, the cursed heritage of past generations, the bad influence of the environment — all of this con-
tributed in bringing these miserable people here who are broken in spirit and really passive, although on
the surface they seem full of arrogance and pride. There is no way that | could understand why life was
often so cruel that it didn’t bring some woman or some growing young girl even one ray of joy, forcing
her to spend the years of her youth in this house! They are truly unfortunate individuals!

Today they brought in two baby — killers! There are now eighteen of them here. Eighteen mothers
who had deprived their child of life even after they had held that live baby in their arms! Such tiny,
unfortunate, defenseless individuals who have not yet been capable of harming anyone!

Many of these unfortunate girls trusted some man who was trying to win her affection and he
brought about her downfall. Then, one day, ‘the girl recognizes the whole truth of the matter and
recognizes that miserable emptiness and deceit of which she had become a victim. Thus it probably
happens that the great hatred and aversion that fills the heart of such a cheated mother is taken out
with great fury on that unfortunate baby. Such a mother, looking at her baby, sees in him the father,
the cause and perpetrator of all of her misfortune.

Looking at so many of these tragedies, | have come to the conclusion that the sight of that child
represents to such a mother in a most cruel way the personification of all her bitterness and despair
caused by such an unworthy father.”
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| have quoted all of this from the book of a noted author who agonizes over these young women
who shatter the principles of Christian morality, are searching for personal experiences, are constantly
chasing some kind of impressions and after passing from hand to hand, in the end they are mercilessly
cast aside and thrown on the world’s trash heap! What poor, gullible, inconsiderate individuals who are
now completely broken — both, physically and morally!

There is probably no failure or fall under the sun that people would not pity the poor victim of this
failure. Everyone shows such a one at least a little pity and some heart. They excuse the unfortunate
victim by pointing out his weaknesses, bad companions, poverty, jealousy, boorishness, etc. Why is it
that only those who are seduced and robbed of their virtue do not find the least bit of defense or pity in
the eyes of the world? Everybody condemns these girls and freely throw stones of condemnation at
them and with joy and a smile of satisfaction exclaiming: “Good for her!”

No one, or else very few people will condemn the seducer in that way. On the other hand, some
will even praise his cleverness in being able to seduce so many new sacrifices. The one who does the
harm is triumphant and the one who is harmed is labeled and condemned. Why are people so cruel and
unjust? It seems to me that the world was always like that — this world that has such pagan opinions of
the value and meaning of women. This world supposedly opened the door to equal rights for women
but according to today’s understanding, that means nothing else but allowing women to imitate the
faults and vices of men!

There are certain laws of freedom and equality of merit — and this | understand, but laws that
belittle a woman or beat down in a woman her dignity and worth — what does that lead to? Christ took
woman by the hand, led her out of the darkness of the woods and raised her from the fustiness of the
swamp. The Church has surrounded woman with an aura of respect and honor. Christ was the Savior of
all — men and women. The Church became the advocate of woman’s affairs and the protector of her
rights. The farther away the world is from Christ and the people from the practice of their faith, in that
same degree the dignity of women decreases and their value diminishes. If only all women would want
to understand this! Every girl should be converted to the principles of Christ and conform her life to the
practice of her faith. Then their eyes would be opened! They would then see where all the dangers and
misfortunes threatening them are hidden. Instead of seeking advice in various pieces of literary trash,
they would reach for the catechism. They would believe and trust in themselves less and have greater
confidence in God! They would care less about cheap popularity a d the praise and applause of their
fickle admirers. They would certainly not want to be known as “modern” or “flaming.” They would
especially be careful to avoid those three poisons which | had mentioned in the beginning of my talk.
Women and all you young girls, return to Christ because it is only in Him that you will find your
happiness and salvation!




